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AHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization working to 

increase the supply of 

affordable housing in 

Arlington County and 

Northern Virginia through 

public education, policy 

development, advocacy 

and innovation.



AHS was created by civic leaders motivated by the 
belief that Arlington was rapidly becoming a community 
in which only affluent families could afford to live. 

Supporters believe in:

• Access to affordable, safe and decent housing for 
people of all economic backgrounds—including 
lower-income individuals and families with children, 
elderly people, and persons with disabilities

• Diverse communities, where people of different 
cultural backgrounds and economic status can come 
to know each other and children can be educated in 
schools which reflect the diverse world they will 
inherit

• Inclusion of public servants, strengthening ties and 
building familiarity in the communities they serve.

• Livable communities, where family, commuting, and 
environmental stresses are reduced by access to 
public transit and proximity of homes to jobs.



Why Housing 
Affordability Matters

An adequate supply of housing that is 
affordable helps the entire community:

4

• Keeping Arlington and all of its 

neighborhoods diverse – economically, 

culturally, and demographically 

• Supporting and sustaining economic 

development by helping employers attract 

and retain workers, keeping the Arlington 

economy resilient

• Reducing commuting, yielding a cleaner 

environment, reducing stress, improving wellness, 

and increasing community engagement

• Reducing turnover in schools – good for students, 

families and Arlington schools



Source: Arlington Housing Division 2016 Annual Report: https://housing.arlingtonva.us/plans-reports/annual-reports/

https://housing.arlingtonva.us/plans-reports/annual-reports/
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Create Greater Community Support 
for Affordable Housing Policies and 
Projects

Advocate for the Adoption of Public 
Policies that Achieve Our Mission

Increase The Community’s Knowledge 
Base on Innovative Approaches to 
Addressing Housing Affordability 
Challenges



What can be done to make Arlington a place where people 
from all walks of life are welcome and can afford to live?

We support an Arlington for Everyone, in which people from all walks of life 
are welcomed to live and fully participate in our community.

Arlington is a greater place because of its openness to diversity and inclusion.

Creating and maintaining a variety of housing options in Arlington is essential 
to this diversity.



Arlington for Everyone



Sponsor Host a dialogue 

Support Contribute to the cause

Spread Spread the word

Share Share a story

Sign On Endorse the principles



Leckey Forum: 
Confronting Diversity



Housing Policy Hot Topics

Accessory 
Dwellings

Missing Middle 
Housing

Lee Highway 
Planning

Affordable 
Housing 

Investment Fund

Housing 
Conservation 

Districts

Evictions in 
Virginia

VA Housing Trust 
Fund

Housing Grants

Tenant 
Protections

Health and 
Housing

Co-living
Aging in 

Community



Faith and Housing –
Engaging for Affordability

Educate Advocate

Support Develop

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-
ND

http://www.secularleft.us/archives/2014/08/enforcing-church-electioneering-rules-doesnt-violate-the-first-amendment.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Let’s Share…

• How can individual
communities of faith help 
address the housing 
affordability crisis in Arlington 
and surrounding communities?

• What opportunities are there 
for the group of faith 
communities here today to 
collaborate and move forward 
on some of these issues?


