
The History of Race and 
Housing in Arlington



AHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization working to 
increase the supply of 
affordable housing in 
Arlington County and 
Northern Virginia through 
public education, policy 
development, advocacy 
and innovation.

www.allianceforhousingsolutions.org


Tonight’s 
Agenda

• Presentation: Dr. Lindsey Bestebreurtje

• Historical Highlights and Personal 
Reflections 

• Scott Taylor
• Dr. Alfred Taylor, Jr.
• Wilma Jones 
• Craig Syphax 
• Saundra Green
• Kitty Clark Stevenson

• Discussion and Q&A with the Audience
• Kathleen McSweeney (moderator)





+

“The Fastest Growing County in America”: 
Suburbanization, Segregation, and Community 

Development in Arlington County, Virginia

Dr. Lindsey Bestebreurtje



+
Background

 Arlington at a Glance
 1790 – gifted by Virginia for the District

 1846 – retroceded back to Virginia

 1920 – name change to “Arlington County” from “Alexandria County”



+

Railroad and
Neighborhood 
Expansion



+
County Growth

Arlington's Black Communities Arlington at a Glance



+ Frank Lyon, Lyon Village, & Lyon 
Park



+

"Clean Up" of Rosslyn
Lyon, Mackey, and The Good Citizen's League



County 
Growth



+
Definitions

 Covenants
 Legally enforceable “contract” imposed in a deed upon all future buyers 

of a property.

 Restrictive Covenants
 Contractual agreements that prohibit the purchase, lease, or occupation of a 

piece of property by a particular group of people, usually African Americans. 
 Used by individual sellers, real estate boards, and neighborhood associations

 Suburban
 Defined by historian Kenneth Jackson via “function (non-farm residential), 

class (middle and upper status), separation (a daily journey to work), and 
density (low relative to older sections).”



+
Challenging the "Suburban Ideal"



+
Segregation & Racism in Arlington



+
Arlington’s Suburban Boom



+

Thank you!
Dr. Lindsey Bestebreurtje

Curatorial Assistant at the Smithsonian's 
National Museum of African American 
History and Culture
bestebreurtjeml@si.edu

mailto:bestebreurtjeml@si.edu
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http://lindseybestebreurtje.org/arlingtonhistory/
https://hallshill.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Bridge-Builders-Nauck-Green-Valley/dp/1480911348
https://arlingtonblackheritage.org/
http://pikedoc.www.creative-platform.net/
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